18 Beaoon Street
SR Sydney, N.B.

Yednesday

21-42

Dear Hewiw!

Borry to get your wire that you couldn't ocome but I realice
it 1s diffioult to get out. I am really fine though so although 1t
would be so good to see you still there is really no need for it. I
shall be very glad to hear from Mra. Stibbard. They tell me I am to
have twenty-elght days leave es sodh as I am able to travel. If so,

I shall go home, I suppose, but I feel es if X were neglecting my

duty. 1 wrote Mra. Stibbard Monday, I think At was. I aseem to have
loat track of time. It wi'l be & relief to see Daddy and Mother lLut

I atlll dread that trip alone and espeocially Af I have to stay over a
day in Montreal. However, in a few days I will be feeling much stronger
and it will bother me no longer, I'm sure. But I am glad Mrs. Stibbard
Yad written to me. I hate to think” of the zirls working so hard while

I 1ie around doing nothing. I hope they will write, I seem sc far

eway from them all now. But so long as I get back to 8t. John's,
eventually, I wont mind so much.

Bince I wont be seeing yoi, I had better try to tell you
what really happened. You know of gourse I met Agnes in VWinnipeg.
We had such fun on the trip and were both anxious to get baok and
yet at the same time enjoying our last few days leave to the full.
We spent Bunday wandering around Montreal Just seeing what ¥e could
see and not oaring much what we did.

As soon as we got into North 8ydney, we found out about our
transportation then got on the bus for Sydney. Ve spent th- day
doing last minute bits of shopping., I got a pair of white slippers
to replace Marg. Waterman's but of oourse they are gone. Penny's
svening wrap ie gone too and Murdie's travelling oase and shirts,
I am sorry to have lost them.

¥hen we got on board ship, the first person we came aoross
was 8.B.A. Dewing? Ve had quits a time finding out from him what
had happened since we left. Then we dboided to go on deck but didn't
want to ocarry our purses. 8o we took what money we had left, identi-
fication and so on, all out of our purses and put them in our bur-
berry poockets, When we came down to go to bed we Just left the thinge
in our poockets, We were laughing and Joking about the trip and for
sone reason I decided there should be lefe-belts somew' ere, We
looked all over laughing about it all the time, finally Agnes spotted
them on the ceiling right over my berth, We went to bed then but
Just before I gurned out the light, I glanced up at the belts and
figured out how to put them on. Then I gave Agnes my flash-light
80 she would be able to see the time without having to get up and
turn on the light and we both went right to sleep.

When the torpedo struck, I was thrown aoross the room
right on top of Agnea. I knew what had happened but for a seoond
gouldn't do anything. She Jumped up and grabbed the flash-light
and olimbed up for our life-belts. I would never have though of
them but I managed to grab our burherrys, then we headed for our liefe
boat on the starboard eilde, struggling into our coats as we went.
When we got on deok, the life boat was smashed. People were screan-
ing and shouting. One sallor was trying to leunch some rafts but out-
glde of that it wae jJust one terriBied mob. The only thing we could
do wes put on our life-belts. Thank God, I had figuredout how to
put them on for Agnes didn't know. We just had to stand there and
feel the ship going down under us. Neither of us knew enough to
Jump over board and get awey from her, so when she went down, we
were sucked under with her. How we got away from her, I don't know,
but we clung together somehow all the time we wdre under and when
we finally reached the surface, we managed to grab & piece of
wreckage and oling to that. Part of a ocapsized life boat came by
soon, 80 we got hold of that., I orawled part way up and a soldler
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“pulled me the rest of the way. Then we pulled Agnes up. There vere
about a dozen of us olinging to ropes at the beginning, but the wavee
kept washing right over us andthe boat kept tipping. We knew that if
1t ever turned right side up, it would sink. We tried to watoh for the
waves and be ready for them but they came so fast and left us gaeping
from o0old and from swallowing the salt water. We ocould hear people
calling for help all around us but just had to oling there and listen.
One by one they slipped off the boat with the waves. I never saw them
go. One minute they were there, the next they were gone.

It couldn't have been more than two or three hours before
Agnes suddenly let go. I managed to catoch her with one hand. 8he
dldn't answer when I called her and I couldn't get her hands around
the ropes they were olenched so tight. One of the men and the poor
little bride who lost her hugband tried to help me but they had %o
hang on themselves, I tried to pull her up high enough so her head would
be on my shoulder, but I wasn't atrong enough. If only thoss horrible
waves would have atopped for a little while, each one would pull her
away from me and each time, I would pull her baok. I did manage to
hold her till day breek but then a wave pulled her right away from
me. I tried to reach her but couldn't and the men in front were too
weak to pull her baok. Bhe didn't struggle because she was un
oconaclous, and I knew she wasn't suffering but 1t wee so terrible
to have to oling there and watch her go. After that I just pushed
my arms through between the ropes and life-boat and didn't bother
any more. When the resoue ship ocame up and threw us ropes, I
managed to get hold of one but that was all I could do about it and
really didn’t care. I don't know how they got me on board, nor
wvhat hap ened for a while. The Lieutenant looking after me said a
sallor dived over for me. The first thing I can remember is that I
was 80 terribly cold and eomeone was telling me to drink something
hot and I couldn't because my teeth were olenched so tight. Finally
they did get my mouth open but I couldn't get warm. B0 at last they
swung a hammook just below the steam pipes, wrapped me in blankets
and put me there. I shall hless that Engineer Liesutenant till my
dying Gay for thinking that up, beétause at last the cold began to go.
There 1sn't muoh more to tell but those men from cook to Captain
were 6o kind. VWe were all terribly siok from swallowing so much salt
water and they looked after us so well. They all kept coming to see
how I was beocause they had found out from the papers in my burberry
pocket that I belonged to the Navy.

As soon as the ship dooked, I was taken to the Military Hospital
They gave me & hypp at once but even at that I'm afraid I wasn't a
very quiet patient. I Just couldn't forget about Agnes. OCzptain
Seamen, the Army padre oame and stayed with me all the rest of the
day and at night they Navy padre ocame and the things I had to say were
hardly printable, but they Jjudt listened and never told me I must
stop. They gave me more dope of some kind so at last I got some
8leep. Captaln Seamen came first thing in the morning again and all
day people came g0 that I was never alone. Navy, Army and Air Force,
civiliana, the little V.A.,D.s looking after me and the Army Nurskag
Sleters, even the American Navy all came and I was so glad because
I oouldn't face being left alone. They all wanted to know what they
could do for me but all I wanted was to have them stay. Lt. Com,
Rawlands and his wife have been constantly to seeme and they have
done almost as much as Captain Seamen to straighten out the mental
state I was in. Jeanie Keenan's sister oame too, It wae good to
get word from one of the girls. I'll try to write to her tomorrow,

Then Saturday, the Merchante got permisaion to ring me to their
home., Really 1t is almost imposeible to desoribe the ocare I have had.
Nothing is too muoh trouble and every one in the family goes out of
thelr way to do things for me.

Yesterday, Surgeon Liesut. Commander Oake let me get up for a
while and today let me go out for a drive so I am really getting well
fast. They told me Agnes had been found a few days ago. I had kept
hoping somehow, somewhere, she might be found alive, but of course,
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I really knew it oouldn't be. It has been my only eonsolation
that she didn't suffer and that she was never afrald, but if i
could only have held her another half hour, she would be here too.
I try not to think of that though.

B.B.A. Dewing has been twice to ses me and phoned tonight
to say he was leaving and to wish me luck. I was glad to know he
had esocaped.

Really I never knew that there could be so many grand men and
women in the world., All day long there are phone calls and visitore
and telegrame and letters. At night I am given somethlng to make
me sleep and the lights are always left on so that if I do wake up
1 oan see right away where I am. They seem to think of every thing
80 that I never have to feel alone,

I must write Ajnes' father and mother but I find it hard.,
She was eo tiny 1t just doesn't seesm possible I oouldn't hold her.
They will have her funeral in 8t. John's I sup-ose. I should like
to be there but even so, I'm sure I aouldn't stand it.

To-night, though, I'll be able to sleep without anything
and without the light %oo, I think, because last night was not too
bad and I hadn't taken any tablets.

As soon as I know what I am to do, I'll write home again.
I've wired twlce nov and may wire agaln.

Give the girls my love. Tell Eric hello for me and the
Doctors. I hope Murdie and Margie are all better again. I whted
Murdlie's father at Newcastle but he dldn't get down to thse train.

Do writs soon, either here on to Winnipeg. I don't think
1 oould go right through. If only Daddy and Mother would meet me
there, 1% would helg, or else oone_back that far with me, But it
is really quits a bit to ask of them.

I do hope all i1s well and the hospital not terrible busy.

¥uch love

Margaret.




